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L— Ri?oiiT  OF  TUK   Society  for    Puomotino    Christian 
Knowledge. 

]>•  our   last   number  we  reviewed   the  Report  of  "  the  Society  for 

the  Conversion,  Relitiious  Instruction,  and  Education  of  the  Ne^^ro 
Slaves  in  the  West  Indies."  Tlie  Report  now  before  us  is  that  of  a 
Sister  Society  so  closely  connected  with  the  former,  that  the  portion  of 
it  which  relates  to  the  slaves  in  the  West  Indies,  (that  alone  to  which 
we  mean  to  direct  the  reader's  attention,)  may  be  considered  as  a  short 
abstract  of  the  Conversion  Society's  report,  being-  derived  from  nearly 
the  same  sources.  The  general  tenor  of  the  two  being;  thus  substantially 
identical  ;  our  notice  of  this  one  need  be  but  brief. — After  stating; 
that  they  had  received  "  ample  proof  of  the  rapid  progress  of  Christian 
knowledg*:  (in  Jamaica,)  especially  among  the  coloured  and  negro  po- 
pulation," and  that  the  demand,  consequent  on  this  progress,  for  bibles, 
prayer-books,  &c.  was  great,  the  Society  tell  us  that,  "  this  demand 
seen)s  to  have  arisen,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  success  which  has 
attended  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  for  educating  the  slave 
population,  especially  that  for  instructing  them  by  means  of  the  book- 
keepers and  catechists  on  the  estates." — This  would  implv  that  tlie 
book-keepers  and  catechists  were  employed  in  teaching  the  planlati(ui 
slaves  to  read ;  fur  other\vise  it  is  not  obvious  how  llicir  teaching  could 
have  increased,  in  any  (peat  mfasun  ,  the  denumd  frjr  books.  But  are 
book-keepers  and  cateclii.-ts  generally  emplovcd,  or  evc-n  permitted, 
to  teach  the  slaves  to  read  '(  The  very  contrary  stands  proitd  in  our 
last  number.  If  this  fact  be  denied,  let  the  plantations  be  named  on 
which  reading  is  tautrht  to  the  slaves  by  either  book-keepers  or  cate- 
chists, and  let  the  number  of  slaves  on  such  plantations,  so  taught,  be 
given.  But,  indeed,  the  Appendix  to  this  very  Report  is  decisive  on 
the  point.  The  only  return  we  find  in  it  is  from  the  Deanery  of 
Middlesex,  containing'  eight  of  tin  iwentv-one  parishes  into  which 
the  island  is  divided,  and  there,  it  is  expressly  slated,  that  the  instriic- 
tion  given  bv  the  boik-keeper-  i>  oml. 

On  the  pernicious  effects  of  the  system  of  employing  book-keepers 
a.<!   organs  of  relitcious  instruction,  an<l  especially  of  such  instruction 
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t»;«//y  coiiveved,  we  have  said  so  much  in  our  l.'st  uuiuber  ihal  it  sf(n)>« 
unnecessary  to  add  one  word  upon  it.  ^^'e  cannot,  however,  (|uit  it 
without  expressini:;  our  retJ-ret  that  the  Society  for  proniotin":  Christian 
knowUd'^e  shuuld  have  been  induced,  by  the  representations  (>{"  then- 
colonial  correspondents,  to  give  it  their  sanction.  We  have  already 
assigned  our  reasons,  and  we  need  not  now  repeat  them,  for  regarding 
the  plan  \shich  has  been  thus  sanctioned  as  much  more  calculated, 
generally  speaking,  to  impede  than  to  promote  the  diHusion  of  souncl 
moral  and  religious  knowledge,  and,  still  more,  of  correct  nujral  and 
religious  practice,  among  the  slaves. 

Since  the  Report  of  the  Conversion  Society  was  reviewed  in  our 
last  number,  our  attention  has  been  called  to  an  article  in  the  Chris- 
tian Record  of  Jamaica,  (tor  April  l^'U,  No.  8,)  which  remarkublv 
confirms  all  the  observations  we  have  ventured  to  make  upon  it,  and 
even  goes  beyond  us,  in  depreciating  the  good  ejected,  among  the 
slaves,  by  means  of  that  Society.  The  Editor  exhibits,  among  other 
things,  a  document  which,  if  it  be  true,  is  decisive  on  the  subject ;  and 
he  boldly  challenges  an  investigation  of  its  correctness.  It  is  a  detailed 
and  specific  enumeration  of  the  slaves  in  Jamaica,  who,  in  1829,  were 
receiving  a  ''  lettered  and  efitctive  education,"  "  in  connection  with 
the  established  church  ;"  and  it  amounts  on  the  whole,  out  of  a  p(jpu- 
lation  of  330, 000,  to  601,  "  of  whom  3VU  are  educated  by  the  Church 
Missionary  Society,  and  210  by  the  bishop  and  the  rest  of  the  esta- 
blishment." That  is  to  say,  tor  an  annual  sum  of  about  9,600/.  ex- 
pended from  the  public  purse  on  the  ecclesiastical  establishment  of 
Jamaica,  aided  by  the  funds  of  the  Societies  for  the  Conversion  of 
Slaves  and  for  Promotmg  Christian  Knowledge,  210  negro  slave- 
children  are  iteing  taught  letters,  so  as  to  be  put  in  the  way  of  being 
able  to  read  their  bibles  ! 

There  is  also  in  the  same  able  work  a  paper  on  the  proceedintjs  of 
the  last  mentioned  Society  which  peculiarly  claims  the  attention  of 
that  venerable  body,  as  well  as  that  of  its  ally.  In  particular,  the 
editor  recurs  again  to  that  "  book-keeper  system,"  which  we  have  ven- 
tured to  reprobate.  "  Whilst  on  the  one  hand,"  he  says,  "  the 
bishop  and  his  dignified  clergy  have  been  strenuous  in  urging  the 
necessity  of  all  school-masters  and  catechists  for  the  negroes  being 
placed  under  episcopal  authority,  a  considerable  number  of  book- 
keepers are  now  employed  in  giving  instruction,  entirely  independent 
of  it,  whose  moral  conduct,  for  the  most  part,  is  utterly  detestable; 
that  is  to  say,  if  cursing  and  sicearintj,  whoredom,  drunkenness,  Sab- 
bnth-breiiking,  Sec,  are  detestable."  "These  are  the  characteristics, 
we  fearlessly  repeat,  of  the  greater  number  of  those  who,  under  this 
system,  are  employed  in  the  instruction  of  the  slaves;  and  we  as  un- 
waveringly assert,  that  to  expect  any  thing  from  such  instructors, 
save  contempt  of  religion,  would  be  like  expecting  to  '  reap  grapes  of 
thorns,  or  figs  of  thistles.*  " 

The  venerable  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  can- 
not too  early,  or  too  anxiously,  attend  to  this  and  other  suggestions 
directly  addressed  to  them  in  this  valuable  publication. 

The    Editor   of  the    Christian    Record    also  traces  the  increase   of 
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marriage  among  the  slaves,  to  the  progress,  and  to  the  influence  of 
the  instructions  either  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  or  of  the 
Moravians,  the  Methodists,  or  other  Dissenters  ;  the  performance  of 
the  mere  ceremony  of  marriage  being  the  work  of  the  regular  clergy, 
they  alone  being  authorized  by  law  to  perform  it. 

Not  a  word  is  said  in  this  report  of  the  open  disregard  or  gross 
profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  which  still  prevails  almost  universally 
throughout  the  West  India  islands. 


II. — Report  of  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  tiil 
Gospel  in   Foreign   Parts,  for   1830. 

We  refer  our  readers  to  our  second  volume,  No.  45,  p.  416 — 427  ; 
No.  47,  p.  457—461  ;  and  No.  48,  p.  475 — 483;  and  to  our  third 
volume.  No.  5Q,  p.  170 — 174;  for  what  has  already  passed  respect- 
ing the  plantations  cultivated  by  slaves  which  are  held  in  trust  by 
this  Society  in  the  island  of  Barbadoes.  It  is  with  unfeigned  satis- 
faction that  we  trace  in  their  latest  report,  which  now  lies  before  us, 
decided  symptoms  of  improvement  in  their  system  of  nfanagement. 
The  following  are  the  resolutions  which  were  unanimously  adopted  at 
a  Meeting  of  the  Society,  on  the  31st  of  January,  1831: — 

"  The  Society,  being  desirous  of  affording  all  possible  encourage- 
ment to  the  Slaves  on  the  Codrington  Estates  to  enter  into  lawful 
wedlock,  and  of  connecting  it  with  the  great  object  of  their  gradual 
manumission,  in  order  that  their  religious  and  moral  cond'ict  mav 
lead  the  way  to  freedom,  have  adopted  the  followiiig  regulations  : 
and  their  agricultural  attorney  will  be  instructed  to  do  all  in  his  power 
to  give  efl'ect  to  their  benevolent  intentions  : — 

"  1st.  Slaves  married  according  to  the  riles  of  the  Estabuihed 
Church,  and  continuing  to  live  together,  to  be  entitled  to  exemption 
from  compulsory  labour  one  day  in  the  week — such  privilege  to  be 
forfeited  by  either  party  who  may  desert  the  other,  or  be  guilty  of 
immoral  conduct. 

"  2d.  All  Slaves  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  one  or  more  days'  ex- 
emption from  compulsory  labour,  until  they  are  completely  enfran- 
chised •  every  encouragement  to  be  given  them  to  employ  such  day  or 
days  with  profit  and  advantage  to  themselves.  The  time  of  exemp- 
tion from  labour  thus  granted  to,  or  purchased  by,  married  women,  to 
be  so  distril)uted  as  best  to  promote  domestic  habits  and  the  comforts 
of  their  families. 

"  3d.  A  man  and  his  wife  to  be  permitted  to  purchase  their  joint 
freedom,  for  one  or  more  days,  at  two  thirds  of  the  price  which  would 
be  paid  for  the  freedom  of  the  two  if  separately  purchased. 

"  4th.  Freedom,  so  purchased,  to  be  transmitted  as  an  inheritance, 
to  all  the  children   born  in  lawful  wedlock. 

"  5th.  Manumissions  to  be  granted  from  time  to  time  to  such 
Slaves  as  shall  have  recommended  themselves  to  favourable  notice  by 
continued  good  conduct ;  preference,  in  case  of  equally  good  conduct, 
being  given  to  those  who  have  purchased  for  themselves  the  greatest 
number  of  days. 

"  bill.       Ta^k    hiliour  hv  ilie  Slaves  on  the  estate  to  be  adopted   as 
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l.ii  as  I*  praciiculjif.  ami  rftiirns  to  K^  made  quarterly  to  the  Society 
of  the  extent  to  which  thin  moa-wn'  has  U-en  carried,  and  ot"  its  results. 
"  7th.  Althoui^h  it  ap|x»ars  that  the  use  of  tiie  whip  in  the  held. 
And  as  an  instrument  ol"  tVinale  punisliment,  has  already  been  discon- 
tinued on  the  Society's  estates.  .\nil  that  otiences  are  punished  by 
moderate  confinement,  it  is  tlioiisrht  rii;ht  to  direct  in  express  terms, 
first,  that  the  whip  shall  nt>t  be  carrie<l  into  the  Held  as  a  stimulus 
to  labour,  or  as  an  emMfn\  ot"  authoritv  ;  and  secondly,  that  females 
shall  in  no  case  be  punislud  l>v  whippiiiij, 

'•  8th.  The  manaj;er  to  insert  n\  a  book,  kept  for  the  purpose,  an 
account  of  every  punishment,  the  aiie  and  sex  of  tlie  Slave,  the  time 
and  place  of  commission,  the  extent  of  punishment,  by  whom  au- 
thorised and  inriicttnl,  and  the  witnesses  present;  an  attested  copy  of 
the  book  to  be  transmitted  half  vearlv  to  the  Society  throuijh  the 
Bishop  of  Barbadoes. 

"  9th.      The  Slaves  never  to  l»e  removed  from  the  estate  by  sale. 

"  I()th.  Writins;  and  arithmetic,  as  well  as  reading,  to  form  part 
of  the  customary  instruction  in  the  schools  on  the  estate. 

"  11th.  With  a  view  to  provide  a  safe  place  of  deposit  for  the 
savings  of  the  Negroes,  the  airricultnral  attorney  to  be  directed  to 
take  measures  for  the  establishment  of  a  Saving^s'  Bank  under  the 
eriiaranty  of  the  Society."   (p.  I(i7.) 

To  these  resolutions  are  aiinexed  ni  the  Report  the  following  ob- 
servations:— 

'*  Such  are  the  chief  provisions  whirh  have  been  made  tor  the 
moral  and  reliy:ious  improvement,  ami  for  the  'xradual  emaneipation 
of  the  Slaves  on  the  Codrmirton  Instates.  Many  of  them,  it  should 
be  remembered,  are  now  in  operation,  and  the  Society  are  fully 
pledijed  to  carry  the  whole  of  tln-m  into  effect,  and  to  adopt,  from 
time  to  time,  such  further  rneasnies  as  may  be  likely  to  accelerate 
the  complete  emancipation  of  the  Slaves.  They  are  willing:  to  hope, 
that  they  may  thus  be  macle  an  instrument  of  extensive  and  perma- 
nent Ijeneht  to  all  classes  of  their  West  Indian  fellow  subjects,  both 
by  the  measures  which  they  themselves  adopt,  and  by  the  example 
afforded  to  others,  ot  an  honest  endeavour  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  im- 
manity  and  reliijion,  and  to  qualify  the  Slave  tor  the  great  blessing- 
of  freedom,  by  lessons  which  nvay  also  prepare  him  for  everlasting 
happiness  in  heaven.  The  Society  are  resolved  to  proceed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  upon  these  principles  and  with  these  intentions, 
and  look  with  humble  conhdence  for  the  Divine  blessing  upon  their 
honest  endeavours."  (p.  1<)*J.) 

Had  these  resolutions,  and  the  obsenations  which  accompany  them, 
been  all  that  this  report  contained,  on  the  "ubjcc'  f  the  Society's 
slaves,  we  should  have  of)iit«  ntetl  ourselves  (while  *m:  overlooked  any 
tlubious  or  questionable  |»rovi.*ion8)  with  expressing  our  satisfaction 
generally  in  witnessing  such  an  advance  towards  tlie  adoption  of 
sounder  principles,  and  t»  more  consistent  conduct,  on  the  part  of 
this  veneral)le  body;  and  we  should  have  abstained  from  the  re- 
marks which  certain  otlu-r  passage*  in  this  Report  compel  ns  re- 
luctantly to  subjoin. 

I.   The    first    point    to  \vlii' h    we    shall   advert    \%  Marriage.      With 
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DO  disposition  whatever  to  question  the  zeal  ot  the  venerable  Society 
t(t  promote  marriap^e  among  their  slaves,  v,e  still  feel  the  want  of  some 
more  distinet  and  specific  details  on  this  essential  point.  In  a  letter, 
indeed,  from  the  Rev.  J.  Packer,  the  chaplain,  daud  July  8,  1830, 
we  are  told  that  on  the  28th  of  May  he  had  solenmized  thn.(;  mar- 
riasi:es,  and  another  on  the  very  day  he  wrote,  making:  a  total  of 
four;  being  all  that  we  can  discover  to  haveeutr  taken  pkire  on  these 
estates  containing  nearly  400  slaves.  In  another  part  of  the  same 
letter,  Mr.  Packer  thus  expresses  himself :  "  The  general  attendance 
at  chapel,  I  am  concerned  to  say,  on  ordinary  Sundays  is  not  so  full 
as  could  be  hoped  or  expected  ;  it  is,  however,  not  smaller  than 
usual,  and  I  look  and  pray  for  its  increase.  The  confrrcirations  on 
festivals  are  always  overflowing.  There  is  one  cheering  circumstance — 
the  congregation  at  evening  service  is  larger  than  ever,  and  is  princi- 
pally composed  of  those  who  attend  most  constantly  in  the  morning, 
so  that  what  I  may  truly  call  my  congregation  is  steady  and  con- 
stant ;  and  among  these  are  many  of  the  married  people,  somf  of 
whom  I  am  sure  to  see  every  Sunday  morning  and  evening  in  their 
seats."  (p.  161.) 

Again,  on  the  30th  of  Jmie,  1830,  the  Bishop  of  Barbadoes  writes 
thus  :  "  The  Society  will  be  happy  to  know  that  marriages  are  be- 
coming more  frci^uent.  Some  of  the  older  and  more  influential 
people  who  had  been  long  living  together  faithfully,  set  the  example, 
and  the  younger  are  beginning  to  follow  it."  (p.  165.) 

Now  this  language  both  of  the  bishop  and  of  the  chaplain  would  set-m 
to  imply  that  more  marriages  than  three  or  four  must  have  taken  place 
before  they  wiote  ;  and  yet  we  cannot  discover  that  a  single  marriage 
had  ever  occurred  prior  to  the  28th  of  May,  1830.  when  three 
were  solemnized,  a  fourth  occurring  only  on  the  8th  of  July  after 
the  bishop's  letter  was  written.  A  list  of  all  marriages  with  their 
dates  would  have  obviated  this  ambiguity,  and  have  been  satisfac- 
tory to  the  subscribers. 

2.  There  is  the  same  vagueness  and  uncertainty  as  to  the  number 
of  the  slaves  who  attend^divine  service,  or  who  are  receiving,  or 
have  received,  a  sufficient  degree  of  education,  to  enall..  them  t.,  read 
the  Bible  with  intelligence.  Such  specifications  could  not  fail  to  be 
gratifying  to  the  public,  especially  as  the  Society,  we  rejoice  to  ob- 
serve, state,  that  "  they  can  show  that  the  negro  is  capable  of  in- 
struction, for  they  have  instructed  him;  and  that  he  is  susceptible  of 
the  same  devotional  feelings,  and  maybe  brought  under  the  controlling 
influence  of  the  same  divine  laws,  as  ourselves."    (p.  164.) 

3.  The  venerable  Society  Irave  thought  it  their  duty,  probably 
with  a  view  to  their  own  vindication,  but,  as  we  conceive,  very  gra- 
tuitously and  unseasonably,  to  advance  certain  speculations  of  their 
own  on"  the  subject  of  colonial  slavery,  which  we  cannot  altogether 
pass  by  without  remark.  "  At  once  to  enfranchise  their  slaves,"  they 
pronoimce  to  be  "a  step  which,  they  believe,  would  be  followed  by 
more  soffrriur/  and  crime  than  have  ever  yet  been  witnessed  under  the 
most  galiiiKj  hnndaye  ;"  while,  by  making  provision,  as  is  now  doing, 
"  for   then-   gradual   emancipation  ;    and    by  the   introduction  of  fit-c 
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lalMJur  into  the  Colonies,  "  tlie  Society  will  "  ati'ord  an  example  which 
inav  it-ad  to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  without  /{amjer  to  lifv  mid 
property."  This  example,  it  is  hirther  added,  will  "  sliew  the 
planters  how  they  may  s^radually  entVauchise  their  slaves  without  de- 
slructiiin  to  their  property,"  while  "  to  emancipate  ihem  suddenly  and 
indiscriminately  would  only  be  to  injure  the  objects  oj'  our  just  und 
charitable  solicitude."    (p.   163,  164.) 

Disposed  as  we  are  to  e:ive  the  venerable  Society  the  very  fullest 
credit  tor  the  sincerity  of  these  sentiments,  we  must  still  take 
leave,  with  all  deference  and  respect,  to  consider  them  to  be  not 
only  uncalled  for,  but  to  be  the  result  of  prejudices  which  arise,  in  part, 
perhaps,  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  they  themselves 
have  been,  and  are  still  placed  ;  but  which,  we  are  (|uite  sure,  are  at 
war  both  with  the  christian  principles  of  their  own  institution,  and  with 
all  the  results  of  experience  which  are  applicable  to  the  case.  It  will 
not  be  necessary  for  us  to  repeat,  in  this  place,  the  facts  an(i  the 
arguments  which,  in  our  third  volume,  No.  70,  we  have  alreadv  aci- 
duced  in  support  of  a  directly  opposite  conclusion, — but,  referrini^  the 
venerable  Society  to  that  article,  we  think  we  have  a  riijht  to  challenge 
them  to  produce  a  single  proof,  in  support  of  their  confident  and  un- 
hesitating assumption,  that  the  extinction  of  personal  slavery,  by  law, 
and  with  the  willing  and  concurrent  consent  of  the  master,  will  be 
productive  of  the  disastrous  effects  they  have  chosen  to  ascribe  to  it. 
We  know  of  no  such  evidence.  We  never  have  heard  of  such  evidence; 
all  the  evidence  indeed  being  the  other  way.  We  think  therefore,  that 
we  may  fairly  call  on  them,  and  on  all  who  would  retard  for  a  single 
day  the  deliverance  of  their  fellow-creatures  and  lellow-subjects  from 
bondage,  to  produce  proof,  if  they  can,  which  shall  satisfy  the  pub- 
lic, and  their  own  conscit.ices,  tnat  an  emancipi'ion  of  slaves,  (how- 
ever "  sudden  and  indiscriminate  ")  proceeding  from  the  legal  autho- 
rities of  the  state,  and  not  only  unresisted,  but  cheerfully  acquiesced 
in  by  the  master,  has  ever,  in  any  one  instance,  led  either  to  public 
disorder,  or  to  the  unhappiness  and  discomfort  of  the  slaves,  or  to  the 
deterioration  of  their  moral,  intellectual,  ujul  political  condition. 

But  not  only  are  the  venerable  Society'sviewsof  this  subject  in  direct 
and  unwarranted  contrariety  to  this  last  proposition,  but  they  cast 
a  severe  censure  on  the  conduct  recently  pursued  by  the  Government 
of  the  very  Monarch  whom,  in  almost  the  same  breath,  they  have  been 
loyally  addressing  on  his  accession  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors. 
Si.x  months  have  scarcely  elapsed  since  that  Government,  on  a  mature 
consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  of  all  the 
objections  that  had  been  urged  against  the  measure,  issued  orders  for 
the  full  and  unqualified  emancipation,  at  once, of  about  two  thousa.vd 
slaves  of  whom  it  found  itself  unhappily  possessed,  and  who  were  placed 
in  circnmstances  iu^nitely  less  favourable  than  those  of  the  slaves 
of  the  Propatjation  Society.  On  the  point  at  issue,  nothing  can  be  more 
clear  and  explicit  than  the  opinions  expressed  by  Viscount  Howick, 
speaking  on  the  behalf  of  His  .Majesty's  Government;  and  they  form 
a  singular  contrast  to  those  which  are  promulgated  in  the  report  before 
US.      Instead  of  anticipating,  with  the  Society,   from  such  a  measure 
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"  more  suffering  and  crime  than  have  ever  yet  been  witnessed  under 
the  most  rjallimj  botidage,"* — instead  of  anticipating^,  with  them,  danger 
and  destruction  to  life  and  property  ;  his  Lor(l>}ni)  says,  "  I  have  stated 
sufficient  facts  to  shew  that  it  can  be  done  with  perfect  security.  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt  that  all  these  slaves  will  be  able  to  maintain 
themselves  without  assistance,  and  that  thev  will  become  useful  mem- 
bers of  the  community  to  which  thev  belong."  Mirror  of  Parlia- 
ment of  17th  August,  1831.  *  '' 

Now  even  had  these  speculative  opinions,  of  the  distinguished  per- 
sonages who  govern  this  Society,  been  better  founded  than  we  have 
shown  tliem  to  be,  it  would  only  have  been  respectful  towards  their 
royal  patron,  to  have  somewhat  qualified  their  denunciations  against 
a  measure  which  his  Majesty's  ministers  had  adopted,  and  were  at 
tliat  very  moment  carrying  into  effect;  and  which,  we  may  take  for 
granted,  those  ministers  would  neither  have  proposed  nor  executed 
l)ut  in  the  entire  conviction  that  it  would  not  issue  in  the  destruction 
of  life  or  property,  or  "  in  more  suffrriuy  and  crime  than  had  ever 
?/rt  been  witnessed  under   the  most  y/i/liny  boHda{/( ." 

Had  not  our  remarks  already  extended  to  sucli  a  length,  there  still 
remain  some  minor  points  in  this  report,  to  which,  and  j)articularly 
to  the  occasional  tone  of  the  Bishop's  communications,  we  should  have 
thought  it  right  to  advert;  but  we  forbear,  as  by  this  time  our 
readers  have  sufficiently  learnt  to  appreciate  the  value  of  eulogistic 
representations  of  the  felicity  which  characterises  Colonial  Slavery, 
even  when  proceeding  from  the  pen  of  a  bishop,  or  of  a  bishop's  secre- 
tary, on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 


III. — Mk.  Jeremie's  Four   Essays  ox   Colonial  Slavery. 

Wi  could  do  no  more  in  our  last  number  than  announce  the  ap- 
|>earance  of  this  highly  important  work.  We  propose,  in  this  nuni- 
l)er,  to  make  our  readers  better  ac<piaintcd  with  both  it  and  its  author. 
He  was  appointed  Chief  Judge  of  the  Royal  Court  of  St.  Lucia,  in 
October,  1824.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  never  been  led  to  give  his 
thomrhts  to  the  question  of  slavery.  As,  however,  he  was  going  to  fill 
an  inij;  (Ttant  station  in  a  slave  colony,  he  was  induced  to  attend  an 
Anti-Slavery  Meeting  whi(  li  to(jk  pla<<'  about  that  time  ;  but  here,  he 
tells  us,  he  was  so  struck  with  the  absence  of  facts  and  evidence  to  esta- 
blish the  alleged  iniquity  of  slavery,  that  the  impression  produced  by 
his  attendarjce  was  unfavourable  to  the  cause  of  abolition.  This  was 
in  1824. — On  reading  over  tlie  recorded  proceedings,  however,  of  this 
very  meeting,  on  his  return  to  Europe  in  18.'31,  he  states  it  as  a  sin- 
gular circumstaiK  e  that  his  views  had  been  so  greatly  altered,  by  the 
intermediate  experunce  he  had  liad  of  slavery,  that  there  was  not  a 
sentiment  then  uttered  which  he  could  not  now  fully  ado[)t. — The 
error  of  Mr,  .Jeremic,  in  the  fir>i  instance,  was  his  misplaced  expecta- 
tion that,  at  a  popular  meeting  of  abolitionists,  the  whole  chain  of  the 

•  Stronp  words  these!  Tlif  Society  must  indeed  have  formrd  very  inadequate 
conceptions  of  what  Colonial  boridagf  has  heen,  and  still  is. 
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evidence  was  to  he  exhibited  which  was  necessary  to  convince  one 
wholly  uninformed  on  the  subject  of  the  real  nature  and  ett'ects  of 
slavery.  He  ouL^hl  to  have  been  aware  that  the  members  of  the 
Anti-Slavery  Society  had  previously  satisfied  their  minds  on  that 
point;  and  that  they  l»ad  now  met,  not  to  discuss  or  settle  the  evidence 
which  had  led  them  to  join  that  Society,  but  to  learn  what  proirress 
had  been  made,  or  what  hindrances  had  arisen,  in  the  pursuit  of  their 
object  ;  and  to  animate  each  other  to  perseverance  in  it.  All  those 
facts,  with  which  Mr.  .leremie  admits  that  he  was  still  unacquainted, 
were  familiar  to  them,  and  havini;;  been  previously  ascertained,  were 
naturally  assumed  as  the  basis  of  their  proceedini^s.  When  after- 
wards he  himself  had  had  an  opportunity  of  wiinessinij;  the  truth  of  their 
premises,  \^•hich  he  then  doubted  or  disbelieved,  he  no  Ioniser  hesitated 
as  to  their  reasonins:;s  or  conclusions.' — It  w6uld  be  thought  very  unrea- 
sonable in  any  one  who  should  attend  a  meeting  of  a  Bible  Society  in 
this  country  for  the  first  time,  were  he  to  (juestion  the  propriety  of 
its  object,  merely  because  the  members  present  did  not  enter  on  a  full 
e.vposition  of  the  evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  book  they  had  united  to 
circulate ;  this  being  a  pointon  which  theirown  minds  had  previously  been 
made  up.  The  case  of  this  Anti-Slaverv  meeting  was  strictly  parallel. 
The  persons  composing  it  retpiired  no  proof  as  to  the  real  nature  and 
etiects  of  Slavery  :  ihey  had  made  up  their  minds  on  that  point  ; 
and  they  had  met,  not  to  discuss  its  merits,  but  to  co-operate  in 
putting  a  period  to  its  evils. 

Thus  prepossessed  against  the  cause  of  the  abolitionists,  Mr.  .leremie 
repaired  to  St.  Lucia,  and  there,  for  a  time,  what  he  saw  and  heard 
served  to  conKrm  his  unfavourable  prepossessions.  He  consulted,  he 
tells  us,  the  best  colonial  intormation  ;  he  even  made  a  tour  of  the 
Island  that  he  might  see  things  with  his  own  eyes,  so  as  to  ascertain 
for  himself  the  actual  condition  of  the  slaves;  and  yet  at  the  end  of  the 
first  year  of  his  residence,  he  was  confirmed  in  his  impres>ion  that  the 
allegations  of  the  abolitionists,  respecting  the  general  cruelties  of 
the  slave  system,  were  downrii^ht  misrepresentations;  and  this  impres- 
sion, which  he  scrupled  not  to  avow  otticially,  was  laid  on  the  table 
of  Parliament.* 

For  the  remarkable  revolution  which  tias  since  taken  place  in  the 
views  of  Mr.  Jeremie,  on  this  subject,  he  then  proceeds  to  account, 
and  the  whole  of  his  statement  is,  as  v,e  shall  see,  highly  instructive. 
But  before  we  proceed  to  dwell  upon  it,  it  may  be  proper  briefly  to 
glance  at  some  of  the  ditHculties  which  such  honourable  and  disin- 
terested men  as  Mr.  Jeremie  are  likely  to  encounter,  in  ac(piiring,  even 
after  a  consi<lerable  residence  in  the  Colonies,  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  evils  of  slavery.  We  shall  then  be  better  able  to  appreciate  those 
favourable  views  of  the  Colonial  system  which  have  frequently  been 
given  to  the  public  by  men  filling  the  most  eminent  stations  in 
society. 

In  the  first  place,  as  Mr.  Jeremie  well  observes,  (p.  5.)  it  was  not 
until  lately  that  "  the  slave  enjoyed  the  liberty  of  freely  communica- 

*  See  our  Second  Volume,  No.  29,  p.  113. 
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ting  with  his  protectors,  or  was  invested  with  ani/  of  those  rights 
which  have  rendered  him,  in  any  degree,  independent  of  his  manager." 
Again, — ♦'  With  whom,"  he  asks,  "do  men  of  high  rank  and  station 
associate;  with  the  master  or  the  slave  ;  tlie  mercliant  or  the  domes- 
tic ?  Whose  hospitality  do  they  share  ;  in  whose  amiisenieuts  do  they 
partake;  whose  assurances  alone  can  they  receive  ?  Are  West  Indians 
alone  expected  to  expose  their  sores  ;  to  reveal,  for  their  visitor's  en- 
tertainment, the  secrets  of  their  plantations;  to  exhibit  the  dungeons, 
the  collars,  and  the  cart-whips?"  But  (vou  will  perhaps  be  told  by 
them)  "  they  have  inquired  of  the  slaves  themselves.  But  the  slave 
could  not  bear  witness  if  he  would;  nor  did  he  dare  if  he  could." 
"  I  once,"  adds  Mr.  Jeremie,  "thought  with  them.  But  now  that 
their  condition  is  so  far  amended  as  that  their  evidence  can  be  heard, 
and  that  Protectors  are  given  them  in  whom  they  can  confide,  then 
comes  out  the  sad  truth,"  (p.  35.)  "  The  more  exalted,  therefore,  the 
station  of  the  individual,"  our  author  goes  on  to  argue,  "  the  fewer 
are  his  opportunities  of  ascertaining  the  truth;  and  the  longer  his 
residence,  without  such  opportunities,  the  more  obstinate  will  he  be 
rendered  in  error.  Nor  can  this  point  be  too  strongly  put.  Very 
lately  appeared  in  the  public  prints  a  glowing  certificate,  in  favour 
of  things  as  they  stood  thirty  years  ago,  from  one  of  Britain's  most 
distinguished  heroes.  And  yet,  who,  at  this  moment,  defends  things 
as  they  then  stood  ?  Not  one  of  their  own  advocates!"  "  W^hat,  then, 
does  such  a  certificate  prove  but  that  the  system  is  still  indefensible, 
or  that  Nelson,"  and  with  him  others  of  the  same  class,  "  knew 
nothing  of  it."  "  Nelson  was  not  a  Protector  of  slaves.  His  duties  did 
not  bring  him  into  contact  with  the  slave  labourer  ;  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  interior  of  a  plantation;"  except  only  as  information  was  to 
be  acquired  at  the  dinner  table  of  the  planters. 

"  This  again,"  he  proceeds,  "  is  an  answer  to  not  a  few  of  those 
lively  productions  with  which  the  press  has  recently  teemed.  What 
opportunity  had  the  writers,  attached  to  a  garrison,*  or  forming  part 
of  a  clerical  dignitarv's  suite,  to  become  familiar  with  the  condition  of 
the  slave  ?  Take  that  which  has  had  the  largest  circulation. — The 
author  of  '  Six  Months  in  the  West  Indies,'  (Mr.  Coleridge)  mentions 
St.  Lucia,  describes  its  scenery,  the  sentiments  of  its  inhabitants,  the 
progress  of  its  government.  He  was  there  about  an  hour,  saw  ships 
in  the  out  bays,  altltDugh  these,  with  perhaps  one  exception,  can  have 
been  but  cocoa-nut  trees.  To  reach  the  pavilion,  (the  Governor's 
house)  he  ascended  rather  better  than  half  way  up  a  moderate  sized 
hill  ;  he  fancied  himself  in  the  clouds;  and,  to  complete  the  illusion, 
saw  stars  in  the  fire-Hies.  Much  of  this  arose,  no  doubt,  from  a  wish 
to  give  point  and  brilliancy  to  his  narrative ;  was  meant  good- 
naturedly  ;  and  expected  to  be  received  with  every  proper  allowance. 
But  he  who   reflects  how   seriously   the   interests   of  humanity   may 


"   This  alhidps  to  a  -work  bearing  the  name  of  "  Bailey,"  (.utitled  "  Four  Years  \ 

Residence   in  the  West   Indies" — certainly,  from  beipnuing  to  end,  a  tissue  oi  ) 

gross  (we  do  not  5ny  wilful)  misrepresentations.  ■^ 
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thut  be  cotnprumiitd,  cunnot  but  leyret  tititl  tultnti  ami  nit  and  ijuotl 
intentions  have  been  so  perverted."* 

More  tliaii  four  years  ago  (see  our  Second  \'oluine,  No.  30,  p.  13.0) 
we  ventured  to  pronounce  a  judgment,  not  very  dissimilar  to  Mr. 
Jeremies,  on  this  gav  but  mischievous  publication.  "  Its  etiect,"  we 
then  declared,  "  whatever  miu;ht  have  been  the  writer's  purpose  and 
motive;  and  these  we  did  not  mean  to  arraij^n  ;  had  undoubtedly 
been,  greatly  to  deceive  and  mislead  the  public." 
But  to  return  to  Mr.  Jeremie  : — 

Scarcely  had  his  favourable  judijment  of  slaverv,  above  reterred  to, 
been  transmitted  to  Eni;;land  ai.d  laid  betbre  Parliament,  than  a  suc- 
cession of  circun)stances  occurred  of  a  nature  which  led  him  gradually, 
but  at  length  completely,  to  change  the  whole  current  of  his  opinions 
on  this  subject,  and  to  force  from  him  the  reluctant  admission  of  his 
having  msconceived,  and  ofhciallv  misrepresented,  the  real  state  of  the 
case.  It  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  follow  him  through  the  wlude  of 
these  most  interesting  but  revolting  details;  we  must  contine  our- 
selves to  a  mere  sample  of  them. 

The  New  Slave  Code,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Jeremie,  and  l)y  whuh 
something  like  protection  was  extended  to  the  slave,  had  scarcely 
been  promulgated,  when  a  negro  came  before  him  with  a  collar 
riveted  round  his  neck,  from  which  projected  three  prongs  of  ten 
incites  in  length;  and  at  the  end  of  each  of  these,  three  smaller 
prongs  of  an  inch  long.  This  collar,  with  its  double  set  of  prongs, 
was  attached  to  a  chain  reaching  to  fetters  surrounding  his  ancles. 
His  back  and  limbs  also  were  wealed  from  neck  to  foot,  and  the 
surterer  declared  that  he  had  been  kept  thus  collared,  and  enchained, 
and  fettered,  by  night  and  by  day,  for  some  nu>nths  ;  during  which 
he  constantly  worked  in  the  field,  and  on  his  return  from  it,  was  im- 
mured in  a  solitary  cell. —  How  the  man  could  have  lived  in  this  state 
for  months  it  is  ilitticult  for  us  to  conceive  :  the  collar  with  its  prongs, 
nuist  have  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  lie  down. — His  crime  was 
running  away. 

Three  gentlem^'n  of  reputed  humanity,  the  Procureurdu  loi,  and  two 
commandants  of  quarters,  were  sent  by  Mr.  .Jeremie  to  investigate  the 
affair.  Their  written  report  not  only  left  the  complainant's  statement 
unshaken,  but  brought  to  light  the  fact  that,  on  the  same  estate,  were 
three  other  men  similarly  collared  and  fettered,  and  a  woman  covered 
with  sores  and  in  chains,  which  chains  she  had  worn  for  nearly  two 
years.  They  further  reported,  (by  way  of  extenuation  as  it  would 
seem)  that  the  collars,  &c.  were  of  the  same  description  as  those  in 
use  in  the  Island  ;  and  that  the  estate,  (the  estate  on  which  these  abo- 
minations existed)  ''was  well  mnunyed ;  and  that  the  arrangements 
upon  it  were  good  !  .'"     All  this  took  place  in  1826. 

These  torturing  collars  were  put  down  by  proclamation,  as  was  also 
the  following  mode  of  punishment,  which  was  found  in  use  on  the  same 
estate  as  a  substitute  for  female  flogging,  then  recently  forbidden.  "  The 

•  Ami  ut  it  is  from  the  flimsy  work  of  this  flyinp:  voyager  that  the  \Vk:st  In- 
dian Reporter  has  had  to  borrow  its  motto. 
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women  were  hung  by  the  arms  to  a  peg,  raised  so  high  above  their 
heads  thiit  the  toes  alone  touched  the  ground  ;  the  whole  weight  of 
the  body  resting  on  the  wrists,  or  on  the  tips  of  the  toes."  (p.  &.)" 

The  offending  parties  in  these  cases  underwent  the  penalties  of  the 
new  law. 

About  the  same  time  a  cause  came  on,  in  appeal,  before  Mr.  Jere- 
mie,  in  which  a  manager  sued  a  proprietor  for  his  wages,  and  the  pro- 
prietor pleaded,  as  a  set  off,  the  value  of  two  of  his  slaves  killed  by 
the  mana<rer.  In  the  proprietor's  counter-statement,  after  several 
items  of  trifling  amount,  as  soap,  cash,  candles,  &c.  came  the  fol- 
lowing, being  by  far  the  largest,  viz. — 

"  For  tlie  value  of  John  the  Cooper,  fiogged  to  death  by  you,  and 
then  buried  in  the  cane  piece,  400  dollars." 

"  For  the  price  of  the  negress  Mary  Clare,  who  died  by  bruises 
received  from  yon,  300  dollars." 

In  the  recorded  judicial  proceedings  on  which  this  appeal  was 
grounded,  the  proprietor's  extraordinary  claim  of  a  deduction,  on  ac- 
count of  two  of  his  slaves  having  been  murdered,  is  met,  on  the  part 
of  the  manager,  with  a  levity  still  more  extraordinary.  "  He  had  ex- 
pected," lie  said,  "  objections  that  might  cause  delay  in  the  payment 
of  his  wages,  but  he  did  not  anticipate  a  jiayment  in  this  coin."  It 
is  not  the  manager,  he  argues,  who  is  to  bear  the  loss  of  proprietor's 
Negroes.  If  the  defendant  had  had  any  legal  rights  of  this  kind  he  might 
long  since  ha\c  made  use  of  them.  "  The  speculation  is  new,"  he 
adds,  "  but  it  will  not  take."  The  two  articles,  therefore,  of"  John 
the  Coopfr"  and  "  Marv  Clare,"  amounting  jointly  to  700  dollars, 
are  decidtdlv  objected  to  bv  the  manager. — ^The  pleadings  on  the  other 
side  were  in  the  same  strain  of  disgusting  levity,  the  proprietor  telling 
the  manager  that  the  "  coin"  was  not  so  bad  as  he  would  make  it,  as 
he  must  have  forgotten  his  own  note  of  hand  for  300  dollars,  the 
price  he  had  agreed  to  pay  for  killing  Mary  Clare.  His  note  to  this 
eti'ect  was  actually  produced;  and  awitness  was  also  brought  forward  to 
prove  the  flogging  to  death  of  John  the  Cooper. — With  all  these  facts 
and  pleadings  before  him,  the  judge  of  first  instance,  who  had  tried 
the  cai"-e,  and  from  whose  decision  the  appeal  had  been  brought,  dis- 
cussed them  as  mere  matters  of  account.  He  allowed  the  note  of 
300  dollars,  for  the  murder  of  Mary  Clare  by  his  bruises,  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  amount  of  the  manager's  wages;  but  he  considered  the 

•  The  .substiiutL-  for  female  flogging'  ordained  by  the  Trinidad  Order  (the 
Mode!  Order)  and  thence  unsuspectingly  introduced  by  Mr.  Jeremie  into  St. 
Lucia,  and  there  legahzed  by  the  code  which  he  himself  (unaware  of  llie  nature 
of  the  instrument)  had  framed,  was  scarcely,  if  at  all,  less  severe  than  thai  which  he 
had  put  down.  VVe  mean  what  are  called  "  Field  stocks,"  and  which  Mr.  Jeremie 
asserts  that  he  found  might  become  "  the  most  cruel  picketing  "  "  They  are," 
lie  says,  "  in  the  shape  of  a  pillory;  the  hands  are  inserted  in  grooves  which  may 
be  raised  to  any  height  above  the  head,  and  the  feet  in  other  grooves  at  the  bottom  ; 
tlie  toes  alone  being  made  to  touch  the  ground.  The  body  is  thus  suspended  in 
mid-air,  its  whole  weight  resting  on  the  wrists  and  toes.  In  Trinidad  they  fix 
leaden  weights  to  the  wrists  which  add  considerably  to  the  torture.  These 
field  stocks  aie  h  legalized  substitute  for  the  whip,  and  eve  i  pregnant  women  are 
not  exemjited  from  it."  "What."  asks  Mr.  Jeremie,  "h^s  humanity  gained  '"  p.  7, 
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proot    Ml  lliu  case   o('  John  tlie  CoopcT  to    be  iiisulh<.ieiit.       VV  Iii|,.  ,f^ 
I  aiise    was    beJ'ore    Mr.   Jt-ieinie,   and  after  the  apj>^al    lia>l    Im  .-n   n- 
aiu'uoil  in  the  same  tone  and  spirit  which  had  prevailed  in  the  infirior 
courts,    the   manager  dietl,  and    further  proceedings  as   to  hi»  <rin>'- 
wore  necessarilv  staved. 

But  who  was  the  proprietor  who  had  been  defendant  in  this  ic  lu.n  ' 
He  was  Mr.  Jeremie's  own  immediate  predecessor  in  '>rtice  ;«  <  Im-f 
justice,  for  thirteen  years,  during  u  part  of  which  this  very  cau-w-  h.td 
been  underii;oini;  pubhc  discussion,  and  he  was  then  one  of  his  a^•M•«. 
sors  ; — nor  was  he  removed  from  a  seat  in  the  Roval  Court,  but  dn 
the  application  of  Mr.  Jeremie,  to  that  ert'ect,  for  some  otlier  (;ti«-nce» 
atrainst  the  Slave  law. 

Such  was  the  kind  of  protection  an<l  justit'e,  ()b>ervrs  our  author, 
which,  at  the  time  of  his  accessitjn  to  (irtice,  he  found  meted  f»iii 
"  by  l)oth  courts,  and  l)y  nearly  all  the  hii^her  authorities." — "  That 
two  men  should  venture  thus  to  tratiic  in  murder  is  in  itself  awful  ; 
but  even  this  is  outdone  by  the  calm  indifference  with  wliich  the  |>lead- 
ings,  the  account  itself,  and  the  very  judiiineiits,  prove  the  case  to 
have  been  contemplated"  by  the  whole  community. 

The  fact  of  overworkiuiC  the  slaves,  which  has  always  been  alle(je«J, 
by  the  abolitionists  as   a  main  cause   of  their  decrease,  was  so  stout- 
ly   denied  by    the  white  community  of  St.  Lucia,  and    even    l)v   the 
most  respectable  among;  them,  that  Mr.  Jeremie  could  not   hold    out 
atrainst  what  appeared  to  be  the  overwhelmint^  weight  of  evitleiice  on 
the  point,  and  for  a  lon^  time  he  was   disposed,  in   his  official  com- 
munications, to  defend  the  planters  from  this  charge.      But  at  length 
his  attention  was   called  to  an  estate,  the  attorney  of  which  was  u 
member  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  the  manager  of  which  was  looked 
up  to  as  a  leadinir  man  of  his  class,  and  was  a  frequent  guest  in  the 
highest  society  in  tlie  Island.  The  complaint  was,  as  usual,  of  ill-treat-  \ 
ment  on  the  side  of  the  slaves,  and,  on  the  part  of  the  manager,  (jf  in-  I 
subordination.  The  result  of  the  inquiry  was  that  it  was  proved, and  in-  \ 
deed  admitted,  that  the  gang  had,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  crop  ^ 

'' been  divided  and  worked  .is  follows:  they  worked  twt-nty-tour  hours  cacii 
spell,  rested  six,  worked  twelve ;  rested  tweh  e,  worked  twelve  ;  rested  six,  then 
ai(ain  worked  twenty-four  and  ieste<l  six,  and  so  on  ; — there  being  three  spells  or 
watches,  two  in  the  field,  and  one  in  the  boiling-house  ;  and  the  huttr  working 
twenty-four  hours  in  succession,  and  resuming  their  labour  in  the  field  next 
morning.  Now,  deduct,  from  those  six  hours,  the  time  necessary  to  cook  their 
victuals  (for  no  time  was  allowed  them  for  meals),  to  dean  themselves,  to  lake 
their  meals,  to  undress  and  dress  themselves,  and  families,  if  they  had  any  ;  and 
what  remained  for  rest?  When  the  tact  was  thus  placed  beyond  question,  other 
estates  were  at  oiue  mentioned  where  the  same  ])ractice  was  adopted  ;  and  so 
little  was  it  thought  of,  that,  in  an  inquiry  to  wiiich  the  attorney  of  the  estate 
was  a  party,  this  very  manager  was  exaimned,  and  expressed  hi<  surprise  at  being 
charged  with  cruelty,  since,  as  he  says  on  oath,  this  happened  but  seldom,  amJ 
when  it  did  occur,  he  had  always  allowed  his  slaves  to  take  six  hours  rest  in  tbe 
course  of  two  days.  In  other  words,  his  management  was  lenient,  as  he  never 
had  worked  his  cang  more  than  forty-two  hours  together  ! 

"Such  is  practical  slavery,  and  such  the  difticulties  which  prevent  detection, 
even  by  those  most  ihoroughly  conversant  with  the  subject." 

Wc    cannot   afford   space    to   tnllow    Mr.    .leremie    tlirough   various 
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other  details  of  the  most  revolting  kind  which  compelled  him  to  aban- 
don his  former,  and  adopt  his  present,  views  of  the  general  spirit  and 
character  of  communities,  demoralized  and  debased  by  the  practice 
of  slavery. 

"  In  short,"  observes  Mr.  Jeremie,  "  the  principle,  vi^hich  seems  to  have  been 
universal,  was  best  expressed  by  a  gentleman,  on  his  son's  being  arrested  on  a 
charge  of  killing  one  of  his  Negroes.  His  remark  was,  *  What  a  noise  about  a 
brute!'  (Quel  bruit  pour  un  animal!) — and,  with  tljis,  every  thing  is  explained. 
Once  assume  tliat  a  gang  of  Negroes  is  notliing  more  than  a  drove  of  cattle,  and 
all  tliese  cases  will  be  so  many  offences  under  Mr.  Martin's  act," 

The  effect  of  the  enormous  power  possessed  by  the  proprietor,  he 
adds,  is  such  as  to  render  him  callous,  not  only  to  the  life  of  his  in- 
feriors, but  of  his  equals,  and  this  truth  Mr.  Jeremie  illustrates  by 
the  following  occurrence  : — 

"  Six  months  after  I  was  in  the  country,  a  case  of  infanticide  was  reported  to 
rnc :  A  new-bom  child  had  been  found  in  a  ditch,  choked  with  earth,  and  its 
mouth  split  from  ear  to  ear, — it  was  still  alive.  The  case  was  forthwith  inquired 
into  with  all  the  spirit  and  zeal  that  a  subject  of  the  nature  merited  ;  but  so  far 
from  carrj'ing  public  opinion  with  me,  this  interference  was  deemed  very  unrea- 
sonable and  uncalled  for.  The  expressions  I  actually  heard  were  '  Why  meddle 
with  such  nonsense  V  ('  que  Ilea  niai<;erits  !' )  and  as  nonsense  the  thing  seemed  to 
be  treated.  I,  however,  persisted,  and  issued  a  warrant  atrainst  the  mother,  a 
young  lady  of  projKjrty  and  rank,  and  this  was  deemed  pure  brutality.  She  re- 
in.iined  some  weeks  in  the  island,  residmg  openly  at  her  relative's,  a  public 
officer;  but  seeiiii:  I  was  determined  to  brave  the  consequences,  she  witlidrew  un- 
molested to  Martinique." 

We  will  now  turn  to  another  feature  of  Colonial  policy  connected 
with  Mr.  Jeremie's  change  of  sentiment,  and  which  it  is  especially 
necessary,  at  the  present  moment,  to  place  in  its  true  light.  We  al- 
lude to  the  convenient  use,  so  often  made  by  the  Colonists  with  a 
view  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  reform  or  to  prevent  the  interference 
of  the  Mother  Country,  of  rumours  of  plots  among  the  slaves;  which 
rumours  are  supported  by  every  species  of  fraud  and  falsehood,  and 
even  in  some  cases  by  the  most  wanton  destruction  of  Negro  life. 
Indeed,  no  sooner  had  the  public  interest  been  excited  in  favour  of 
the  slave  than  plots  were  fabricated,  and  even  streams  of  blood  shed, 
apjjarently  for  no  other  purpose  but  to  alarm  the  timid  in  this  coun- 
try, and  to  bring  odium  on  the  abolitionists. — We  might  here  refer, 
among  otlier  Colonies, to  Barbadoes,  Demerara,  Jamaica,  and  Antigua, 
and  still  more  recently  to  Tortola.  In  some  cases,  indeed,  the  slaves 
had  been  goaded  into  something  like  turbulence,  and  then  the  Negro 
blood  utisparingly  and  unresistingly  shed  has  become  the  proof  of  their 
rebellion.  In  other  cases  the  proofs  are  only  to  be  found  in  judicial 
proceedings,  involving  a  perversion  of  all  the  forms  of  law,  and  a  dis- 
regard of  all  the  principles  of  justice.  In  other  cases  mere  groundless 
rumours  and  alarms  have  proved  sufficient  for  the  slave-holders'  pur- 
poses. 

The  authentic  details  given  by  Mr.  Jeremie,  on  this  subject,  are 
f;x1r(  MKJy  curious  and  instructive,  and  as  they  may  serve  to  give  the 
Ibilisli  public  some  faint  idea  of  the  extent  and  audacity  of  the  im- 
postures ol"  this  kind  )>ractised,  by  the  holders  of  slaves,  for  the  preset- 
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vation  of  tlifir  iinliallowt-d  powt-r,  we  sluill  dwell  upon  them  at  sotin- 
ieiit^tli. 

When  Mr.  Jereniie,  in  IS-Jti.  Hist  be^aii  to  execute  the  law  which 
he  luid  framed,  and  which  the  |)lanters  had  vainlv  hopeil  would  have 
remained  a  dead  letter,  such  reports  were  spread  of  discontents,  in- 
subordination, and  even  actual  mutiny,  that  the  principal  (ilHcLrs  of 
the  Government  were  emploveil  to  investigate  them  ;  and  tluv  found 
them  to  be  pure  inventions,   (p.  (i.) 

At  a  later  period,  when  from  the  collusive  and  unfaithful  conduct 
of  the  local  i^overnnKMit,  as  has  been  most  clearly  established  in  evi- 
dence, a  hope  was  ditiused  throui^hout  St.  Lucia  that  both  Mr.  Jere- 
mie  and  his  measures  of  reform  iniglit  happily  be  j^ot  rid  of,  an  ex- 
tensive conspiracy  was  formeil  for  that  purpose,  the  course  of  wIik  h 
is  thus  described  by  our  author  : — 

''  Rumours  the  most  unfounded  were  at  once  set  afloat,  estates  were  specified 
where  the  i^ang^  were  in  utter  disorder,  nine  or  ten  especially,  and  one  of  them, 
where  owing  to  the  slave  law  having  avowedly  been  neglected,  tht-  iiiana'j:er  had 
been  cautioned.  This  estate  was  said  to  have  been  abandoned  by  tlie  Negroes  ; 
some  to  have  fled — the  whole  to  have  so  neirlected  their  duty,  that  the  produce 
bad  diminished  from  sixteen  to  three  hogsheads  per  week.  The  slaves,  it  was 
said,  had  fled  to  the  woods,  inounlains,  and  ravines  ; — Negroes  had  been  taken 
up  with  lar^e  bundles  of  newspapers  of  the  precise  year  when  the  slave  law  was 
promulirated,  (1826,)  and  it  was  added,  that  ^angs  from  tlie  most  distant  and 
unconnected  quarters  had  struck,  and  had  also  sought  refuge  in  tlie  woods  after 
destroying  their  master's  property,  as  manufacturere  destroy  niacliinery  at  home. 

'•  Accordingly,  militia  detachments  were  sent  out,  headed  by  field  othcers,  m 
addition  to  two  permanent  detachments,  in  various  directions,  in  search  of  die 
insurgents  :  tive  were  sent  out  t'rum  one  (piaiter, — ttiree  from  a  second, — three 
from  a  tliird, — three  from  a  fourth;  and  thousands  of  ball  cartridges  were  dis- 
tributed liiiou^hout  the  country.  The  white  tro()])S  were  to  be  ijuartered  i;n  the 
refractory  estates;  and  the  planters  in  one  of  the  (]uarlers  and  its  neighbourhood 
were  desired  to  turn  out  with  tiieir  best  negroes;  tins  description  of  force  alone 
amounting  to  several  hundred  men. 

"  Next,  the  Governor  himself  went  into  the  mountains,  wiUi  a  numerous  staff, 
to  point  out  the  exact  plan  of  operations  by  which  that  insurrectionary  move- 
ment was  to  be  put  down.  Then  a  militia  order  w;is  to  be  issued,  and  read  at 
the  head  of  the  detachments,  comparing  these  various  convulsions,  ('  though  it 
had  not  quite  reached  that  height,  )  to  the  melancholy  period  of  1796,  when  it 
cost  Great  Britain  4,000  men,  headed  by  Abercroinbie,  to  restore  order  in  St. 
Lucia  alone. 

"  Now,  what  was  the  fact  ?  \\\  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  island,  where  die 
<  >overnor  had  taken  on  himself  the  direction  of  the  troops  ;  where  these  detach- 
ments under  their  colonels,  had  scoured  die  woods,  mountains,  and  ravines  ;  it 
appeared  tliere  were  exactly  eight  negroes  in  the  bush,  including  females.  The 
bundles  of  newspapers  were  a  piece  of  wrapping  pai)er,  about  tlie  size  of  a  man's 
hand,  on  which  an  ignorant  slave  had  made  a  few  crosses,  and  produced  as  his 
pas.s.  The  story  of  the  destructiwi  of  property  was  a  pure  fiction.  The  specific 
complaints  proved  to  be  worse  than  frivolous,  and  the  only  gang,  where  there 
had  been  the  least  movement,  was  one  with  respect  to  which  the  proprietor,  on  a 
subsequent  enquiry,  hiis  been  proved  never,  since  the  promul_'ation  of  the  slave 
law,  to  have  cloUied  his  negroes,  and  where  they  had  been  made  to  gel  up  to  la- 
bour in  die  field  by  moonli'jht.  On  that  occasion,  fifteen  had  left  their  owner  m 
the  evening,  and  had  presented  themselves  in  the  morning  to  the  next  planter,  to 
intercwle  for  ihein.  He  had  done  so,  and  they  had  returned  quietly  to  work  be- 
fore any  of  these  extraordinarv  measures  were  taken. 
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"  In  slinit,  it  was  proved,  that  throu>:liout  tlie  island  «nly  the  usual  avemor,  r, 
in  1,000,  (taking  tho  wliole  slave  population)  whicli  is  pobahly  1(  ss  than  in  llio 
best  discijiliiifd  reuimenis  in  the  service,  were  away  fnm  their  estates;  and  ihi- 
too  was  at  the  very  commencement  of  crop,  when  the  number  of  runawavs  is 
always  largest. 

"  Again,  in  October,  another  panic  wxs  attempted  tc- lie  created  but  was  pui 
down.  Indeed,  throughout  the  year,  endeavours  in  e^ery  shape  were  made  to 
prove  the  impraclicability  of  continuitiff  the^^e  new  regutetions. 

"  But  liow  did  the  matter  end  ?  By  plac  inj  beyond  question  the  advantages 
resulting  from  them." 

This  was  done  by  means  of  a  ])nl)lic  inqinry,  instituted  1>v  Mr. 
.Jeremie,  (the  details  are  too  lonir  for  insertion.)  -vvhich  not  onlv  served 
to  disprove,  on  the  testinionv  (if  th(  planters  themselves,  all  ihe  alle- 
2;afions  of  injury  arising-  from  the  new  slave  code,  but  to  extort  from 
them  a  reluctant  admission  of  the  past  prevalence  of  many  of  the  evils 
which  that  code  was  specially  intenderl  to  obviate.  The  whole  of 
these  details  are  well  worthv  of  careful  consideration. 

But  it  is  inipo>sible  for  us  to  folhnv  Mr.  .leit-mie  throujxh  all  tlu: 
topics  (jf  his  ]'"our  admirable  E.ssays,  which  ejiibrace  1.  '•  The  Ge- 
neral Features  of  Slave  Communities;"  2.  '^  The  General  Theori(s 
involved  in  the  consideration  of  the  question  ('f  .Slavery,  as  Colour. 
Climate,  .Monopolv,  Free  lab  mr ;"  3.  "  The  Ameliorations  intro- 
duced into  St.  Lucia,  and  practicable  elsewhere;"  and  4.  "  The 
Hfs\dts  of  tliC  Measures  hithertc)  adopted,  and  a  view  of  the  further 
step-  to  be  taken  to  promote  the  final  anriihilation  of  slav<>rv." 
Under  each  of  these  beads  we  find  a  copious  fund  of  valuable  obser- 
vations, the  result  of  reflection  atid  exjjevience,  on  which  we  shall 
probably  have,  hereafter  to  draw  verv  lar^rfdy.  We  were  particularly 
irratiticd  l)v  Mr.  Jeremie's  able  and  conclusive  confutation,  or  rather, 
wc  may  say,  demolition,  in  his  second  Essay,  of  Majdr  Moody's  absurd 
and  mischievous  theory  of  "  the  philosophy  of  labour,"  which,  for  a 
time,  so  strangely  bejrtiiled  and  bewildered  even  the  acute  though 
jjarado.xical  n)ind  of  Mr.  \\  ilmot  Horton. 

^Ve  must  content  ourselves  with  two  brief  extracts  from  this  part 
of  his  work.  The  first  respects  the  free  people  of  colour,  the  second 
the  iK-f^r-o  race. 

"A  young  gentleman,  the  son  of  a  judge  of  that  island,  by  a  daik  coloun  d 
woman,  liad  recei\ed  fr<jm  his  father  a  good  [dain  education  at  I.iverj'oo!  ;  lie 
spoke  English  and  French,  and  wrote  both  languages  with  ease  and  tiueniy:  but 
b(  ing,  from  liis  descent,  inadmissiljie  to  any  office  of  respectability,  his  father 
bar!  Ir.id  the  good  sense  to  bring  him  uj)  to  a  respectable  trade,  that  of  a  watdi- 
niaker.  Soon  after  I  arrived  at  St.  Lucia,  this  young  man  was  recommendtd  to 
me  as  a  clerk.  Having  kept  him  in  tliat  capacity  for  six  years,  an  opp.ortuniiy 
ofr(re<l  uf  bringing  him  to  the  bar.  He  accordingly  obtained  a  commission  ; 
and  I  hav(  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  this  young  uentleman  i-  now  one  of 
the  leading  advocates  of  the  court  and  enjnyine,  in  a  high  degree,  the  p(d)li' 
coTifid(nce." 

"  To  proceed  to  a  still  more  striking  instance  of  the  capacity  of  the  Nei-ro  ;  — 
I'  happened  that  several  slaves  took  rehiu^e  from  Martinique,  where  the  slavt- 
tradf  i.  avowedly  carried  on,  to  St.  Lucia,  in  1829.  This  caused  a  diM  ussion, 
the  (fl.  1 1  (,f  v.liich  was  to  make  it  generally  known,  that  fii  a  fr. reign  ,lavi 's 
rpaf  bin.'  a  British  colony,  he,  by  Dr.  Lushington's  bill,  liecome'^  fi<i  ;  and  in  c<jn- 
'(Xjiieiif-  of   ihis  discussion,  several,  rxceediii'.'  100  in  luimbt  r,  cnmi    ov,  v  in  tii«- 
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vear  1830.  Here  wfif  ptrsoris  Ii-avin^  u  counLr)  ot  uiimititrateil  slavery  ;  persons 
i;»*ci9ely  in  llie  wiidition  m  which  (ur  whole  slave  population  may  l)e  supposed 
U>  have  been  some  thirtv  M-apj  au'o,  by  those  who  luaiiitain  that  the  condition  of 
tjjc  slave  has  improved  i  — here  werv'  ptrsofis  dest  nbed  by  their  governnitui  as 
inceiidiuries,  idlt-rs,  and  poisoners.  When  I  U  ft  tiie  colony  in  April  last,  some 
were  employed  for  waives  in  die  husimss  thi'y  were  tiest  acquainted  with  ;  some 
as  masons,  and  curpenters  ;  some  as  domestics ;  others  in  cleamiii^  land,  or  as 
labourers  on  estates;  ntIhIsI  about  twenty-six  had  clubbed  tovceiher  and  placed 
themselves  under  the  direction  of  a  free  coloured  man,  an  African — one  of  the 
persons  deported  from  .Martinique  in  1824.  These  last  had  erected  a  pottery  at 
a  short  dist.mce  from  Castries  :  they  took  a  piece  of  land,  three  or  four  cleared 
It,  others  fished  up  coral  and  burnt  lime,  five  or  six  quarried  and  got  the  stones 
and  pertbrtned  the  mason-work,  the  remainder  felled  Uic  timber  and  worketl  it  in  ; 
and  the  little  money  that  was  requisite  was  supplied,  in  advance,  by  the  con- 
tractor for  the  church,  on  the  tiles  to  be  furnished  for  the  building.  This  pottery 
v»a3  completed,  a  phun  structure,  but  of  threat  solidity,  and  surprising  neatness. 
Thus  had  they  actually  introduced  a  uew  manufacture  into  the  country,  for  which 
it  was  previously  indebted  to  our  foreiirn  nci^dibours,  or  K)  the  home  market.  All 
this  had  been  elfected  simply  by  not  interfering  with  them,  by  leaving  them  en- 
tirely to  themselves:  they  were  mustered  once  a  month,  to  shew  that  government 
had  an  eye  on  them,  and  then  allowed  full  liberty.  One  man  only  was  sick  in 
the  hospital,  and  he  was  supported  by  the  contributions  of  his  companions." 

It  appear.s  that,  in  the  small  Colony  of  St.  Lucia,  cont-iiuing  only 
13,000  slaves,  2,360,  more  than  a  sixth  of  the  whole,  belong;:  to 
the  coloured  class;  and  that  in  the  town  and  port  of  Castiies,  the 
same  class  own  more  than  half  the  rental  of  the  town,  and  a  full 
half  of  the  registered  shipping:  both  in  number  and  value. 

Approving  so  highly  as  we  do  of  the  general  scope  and  tenor  of 
.Mr.  Jeremie's  work,  it  is  but  right  that  we  should  apprise  our  readers 
that  there  is  a  point  or  two  on  which  his  views  and  ours  are  not  strictly 
coincident.  We  allude  more  particularly  to  the  subject  of  compen- 
sation. Our  ditferences,  it  is  true,  are  not  very  wide,  but  even  if  they 
were,  we  should  hardlv  deem  it  necessary  now  to  enter  upon  them. 
Thev  will  be  obvious  at  first  sight  to  any  one  who  will  take  the  trouble 
(d"  reading  Mr.  Jeremie's  pamphlet,  pp.  1 16 — 1-22,  and  comparinir  with 
iheni  No.  75  of  our  present  volume,  pp.  89 — 104. — We  conclude  with 
most  warmly  recommending  the  work  to  our  readers,  our  brief  sketch 
being  wholly  inadequate  to  convey  a  due  imprtssion  of  the  value  of  its 
important  information,  which  will  abundantly  reward  the  time  re- 
quired t'or  its  perusal. 


I\'. CONVFNTIO.V     WITH     FkaNCI.      AliOLlSHINO     THK    SlaVE    TraDE. 

Wf  hail,  with  satisfaction  and  delight,  the  announcement,  in  the 
King's  Speech  at  the  opening  of  the  present  Session  of  Parliament, 
of  a  convention  with  France  for  the  effectual  suppression  of  the  Afri- 
can Slave  Tratle,  the  basis  of  which  is  the  "  concession  of  reciprocal 
rights,  to  be  mutuallv  exercised,  and  which  will  enable  the  naval 
forces  of  the  two  countries,  by  their  combined  efforts,  to  accomplish 
.in  object  which  is  felt  by  both  to  be  so  important  to  the  interests  of 
humanity." 


LoiuJoa  :-PriQtetl  by  Saaiuel  Baaster,  Jan.,  14.  U.irlli«lAmew  C'(in«. 


